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SPEECH DAY  

 
We were delighted to  

welcome back to Richõs Hilary 

Osborne as our Guest of  

Honour at Speech Day. Hilary 

joined our Sixth Form from 

Dene Magna School. Having  

completed her A -levels she 

read English at  

Oxford University and is now 

editor of The Guardianõs  

finance website. She presented over a hundred 

prizes, mostly for academic success but also for 

achievements and contributions in other areas of 

school life, including music, chess, sport and service. 

Thank you to parents who supported the evening.  

 

       

          I Kellie 

Two events this half -term have filled the School Hall. Speech 

Day is a highlight of the School year, it is always a pleasure to 

recognise studentsõ achievements across many areas of 

school life. We then welcomed well over 500 familes to our 

Open Days and Open Evening. It is most gratifying that Sir 

Thomas Richõs continues to achieve success and remains so 

popular. This has been a busy half -term for students and staff 

alike, I am sure the slightly longer half -term will be  

appreciated by all!          

         I Kellie  

OPEN DAYS 

A big ôthank youõ to the many students who helped during our two Open 

Days by showing visitors around and answering their questions, and to 

all who helped at our Open Evening, as Guides or in subject areas.  

It was very busy, as always, with many compliments from visitors.  

57 families visited on the Tuesday, 88 on Wednesday and an additional  

403 on Wednesday evening. This is a significant increase on last year 

and continues a growing trend of interest in Sir Thomas Richõs.  

SCHOOL UNIFORM 

 

We have made a change to our Sixth 

Form uniform: cardigans are now  

permissible, provided they are plain; 

black, grey or navy in colour; no longer 

than blazer length. This is an additional 

privilege for our Sixth Form, cardigans are 

not  allowed below the Sixth Form.  

 

The U.K. is one of the few countries where 

pupils are obliged to wear uniform, one of 

the main arguments is that it prevents 

peer -group pressure for youngsters to buy 

expensive items of clothing to ôkeep upõ. 

We are grateful for parentsõ support in  

ensuring children do not leave home 

wearing non -uniform items. For example, if 

a pupil wears a T -shirt under their shirt, it 

must be plain white; socks must be plain 

grey or black.  

I Kellie 
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DATA COLLECTION 
 
We are very aware that the emergency contact Information on many 

pupils has become out of date. Our receptionist regularly tries to  

contact parents who have failed to update their childõs records. 

 

Parents will therefore find, in with their childõs Half Termly Report, a 

Data Collection Sheet giving the information we currently hold on 

their children. Would parents please check this information, make any 

corrections and then sign and return the form to their Form Tutors.   

If there are no corrections, could parents please still sign and return 

the form to school.  This will ensure that in the event of an emergency 

we shall be able to contact parents quickly and efficiently.  

 
      Mrs J Brown 

      School Secretary  

Congratulations! 
Well done to: 

Andrew Turner  (13C),  

Hugo Chapple  (10T) and 

Jack Jeffree  (10S) who 

completed the               

Five Valleys walk of 21 

miles, raising funds for the 

Meningitus Trust.  

 

Arron Pearce  (10S), a keen 

archer, he is now the county 

Under 16 outdoor longbow 

champion and holds the 

national U16 longbow 40 

metres record   

AEGON TENNIS TEAM 

 

Following their success in the Local League during 

the summer, the U13 team progressed to the  

knockout stages which began earlier this month.  

 

Round 1  v Bassaleg School, Newport  

 

School won by 6 - 0 

M.Bennion   won  6 ð 1 

S.Tullett  won  6 ð 0 

C.Bell   won  6 ð 1 

D.James   won  6 ð 2 

Bennion & Tullett  won  6 ð 1 

Bell & James   won  6 ð 0 

 

Round 2  v Alcester G.S.  

 

School won by 6 - 0 

M.Bennion   won  6 ð 0 

S.Tullett  won  6 ð 3 

C.Bell   won  6 ð 4 

D.James   won  6 ð 1 

Bennion & Tullett  won  6 ð 1 

Bell & James   won  6 ð 0 

The team has now reached the Quarter final stages 

of the South West competition and will travel to Bris-

tol on the 17 th November for the final stages of the 

regional competition.  

J Gallagher  
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Teechers  - by John Godber  

 

 

 

Our main school production this year is Teechers  by 

John Godber.  

 

Rehearsals are well underway and it promises to be 

a highly entertaining evening. This hilarious comedy 

is set in a tough northern comprehensive and is typi-

cal of Godberõs style which is often referred to as 

òcomedy with an edgeó. There is a small amount of 

bad language involved ð the most offensive words 

have been removed but a little bit of swearing has 

been kept in to maintain the gritty side of the play.  

We have a very strong cast of 24, mostly from Year 

13 but also from other year groups right down to 

Year 8.  

There will also be a band and some singers who will 

be performing songs and music that have been writ-

ten especially for this production.  

The dates of the performances are 9 th , 10th and  11 th 

of December and tickets will be on sale from  

Reception in November.  

 

Tony Hearn - 

Director  

Sir Thomas Richõs School  

Christmas by  
Candlelight 

 
7th December 2009 

 
Details to follow 
nearer the time 

Up and coming eventséé. 
CHRISTMAS BY CANDLELIGHT 

 

Christmas by Candlelight is one of those annual events at  

Sir Thomas Richõs which must not be missed. It is one of the most 

traditional items on the school calendar ð involving nearly a 

termõs preparation for  just  two and a half hours of  

seasonal magic.  

 

The evening begins with a glass of mulled wine or punch and a 

delicious mince pie whilst the hall, transformed into a Christmas 

grotto of candlelight and decoration, greets the eager audi-

ence. At 8 oõclock the singers, instrumentalists and readers begin 

an evening of yuletide entertainment, broken only by a superb 

buffet half way through.  When the last carol has finished the au-

dience truly feels that Christmas has begun in a quite enchanting 

way . 

  

J Thompson  

Year 11 Parentsõ Evening 

 

Year 11 parents please note that the Parentsõ Consultation Evening has been brought  

forward a week. It was originally scheduled for Thursday 21 January but we have found 

that this clashes with The High Schoolõs Sixth Form Information Evening, so we have 

changed the Y11 Parentsõ Evening to Thursday 14 January, 5.00 to 8.00 p.m. 

I Kellie 
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FUTURE EVENTS 
 

Unfortunately we had to cancel the Wine Tasting  
Evening on the 2 nd October as we had insufficient 
numbers. The PA wants to continue to arrange social 
fundraising events for parents, staff and friends and 
weõre looking for ideas from everyone involved in the 
school on what youõd be interested in. If you have an 
idea please let me know.  
pantonk@wyeth.com  
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NEARLY NEW UNIFORM SALES 
Future Sale Dates:  

Saturday 5th December 2009  

1 pmñ3pm  

At the Christmas Fayre  
 

Let us turn your unwanted uniform into cash for you and the school or stock up on some uniform bargains 

for the New Year.  

 

Items can be donated so that all proceeds from the sale go to the school or obtain a sales slip from the 

School Secretary or via the Parentõs Association area of the school websiteñcomplete and return the slip 

with the items for sale.  All items should be passed to the School Secretary.  

 

If you would like to help with sales or need any further information please contact:  

 

Julie Goble on 01452 612043  

CALENDAR OF PA & AGM  
MEETINGS 

 
Tuesday 10th Nov 09  

 Staff room, 7pm  

Tuesday 12th Jan 2010  

 Staff room, 7pm  

Tuesday 16th March 2010  

 Staff room, 7pm  

Tuesday 18th May 2010  

 Staff room, 7pm  

 

     All Welcome!  

 

 

Any queries regarding the committee meetings 

please contact the Secretary Debbie Ireland  

 debbie.ireland@oakmeade.co.uk   

A note from the Chairé 

 

Thanks to everyone who 

has supported the PAõs 

fund raising efforts over 

the past academic year, 

with your help we have 

granted funds to the 

school of just over  

£23,000. 

 

Many ideas for use of the 

money raised come from 

the pupils themselves. The 

PAõs aim is provide grants 

that enhance your  

 son/daughterõs experi-

ence of school life at STRS 

whether it be through 

sport, arts, science or just 

through helping to make 

the school a fun place to 

be.  

Many thanks  

K Panton  

Sir Thomas Richõs, Oakleaze, Longlevens, Gloucester, GL2 0LF.     01452 338400            

mailto:pantonk@wyeth.com
mailto:debbie.ireland@oakmeade.co.uk

